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When new fluorescent lamps are installed in a dimming system, there is the 

possibility that some of the lamps will exhibit flicker or other visual instabilities. This 

condition can be caused by residual impurities that may be present in a new lamp as a 

result of normal manufacturing processes or affected by initial mercury distribution in a 

new lamp.   

Operation of the lamps at full output for a few hours should clear up any 

impurities or allow time for the mercury to distribute, eliminating any visual instability. 

NEMA fluorescent lamp manufacturers recommend that whenever flicker or 

instability is present, or, to avoid possible flicker or instability when new dimming 

systems are commissioned, lamps should be operated at full output over night 

(approximately 12 hours).  

Overnight seasoning is particularly recommended for optimum initial 

performance or installations where dimming performance (tracking, stability) is 

considered critical.  


